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A Full and True ACCOUN T, &c. 


- 


R. RICHARD NOBLE, was the Eldeſt of Three Sons of one Mr. 
Benjamin Noble, being cduced by ſeveral Loſſes, he kept a Coffee- 
Houſe neir Bath in Sommerſeeſhire, where this unfortunate Perſon 
was born in the Year 1647, but his Parents dying when he was 
not abave 8 Years of Age, his Uncle was made Executor, and 


thereby becoming his Guardian, be brought him up to Londen, where he lodged 


for ſome Years at one Mr. Alen's, a Cabinet-maker, dwelling in the Strand, 
within 3 or 4 Doors of Sa/i:bwy-Houſe , before it was pulled down, and Cecil- 
firece now built on the Ground belonging to it. | 
Nuw in Mr. Neble's Minority there was nothing wanting in his Uncle of giving 
him all the Education that was requiſite of making his young Nephew a compleat 


Gentleman; for before he came out of the Country, having learned to Write 
and Read, as having alſo juſt enter'd upon Arithmetick, when he came to Town 


here, it was not long e're he was put to the Latin School, where being of an 
apt and good Genius, he was between 12 or.13 Years of Age put to Merchane- 
Taylors School in London, where he continued for the ſpace of 3 Years; and in 
that time, he was at vacant Hours ſent to the Fencing-School, where becoming 
very expert at {ingle:Rapier or ſmall Sword, it was the occaſion of inſpiring him 
with ſo much Courage, which engaged him in three ſeveral Duels after he came 
of riper- Years, in the firſt of which he was a Principal in a Quarrel ariſing be- 


twixt him and one Mr. Knigbe an Attorney of Clemerts-Im „ adjoiyning to the 


Inn of which be had the Honour to be a Member; and tho' he received a ſlight 
Wound in his Sword-Arm, yet he obtained the Victory over his Antagoniſt by 
dilarming him after he was wounded, -. In the other two Duels fought at different 
Times . berwixt one Mr. Tatza/,, a Gentleman of the Duke of 'Ormend's Troop 
and Mr. Lemborz,, and Mr. Durbew and Mr. Lucas, two young Gentleman, he 
but only à Second, behaving himſelf with that Bravery and Courage, that it ne- 
ver repented any ot.,£ng28ing him tg glpouſe a Quarrel which could not be deci- 
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He was alfo ſent to the Vaul:ing-School, where he became very dexterous in 
vaulting the great Horſe, which occaſioning him to take a great in hne Horſe, it 
Was a means of drawing him in to bfe fo much Money in Horſe- racing at New- 
market-Heath, Dachet Common, and on Bynſtead Downs ;, bur ofrener loling than 
Winning, he timely ſaw his Error, which made him leave off his Extravagance 


betimes, He was lik-wiſe' ſent to the Dancing-Sch-0l, in which he took great 


Delight, as being the intraducing hin into tre { ompiny of young Beaux and 
Gentlewoman, with whom bis Humour incited his In. lination ta be perperually 
dancing by his good Will; and being rw about [7 Years of Age, he was put 
out an Apprentice for 5 Years to one Mr. Ferrart, an Eminent Arcorney in Cle- 
ment's Im, With whom he faichtully ſerved the Tim: of his lerkibip, and thy? 
he was a great Company-keeper While he was a Cerk, yet did he fo well mind 
his Buſineis, that when he came for himſelt, he had great Practice, and was very 
ſucceſsful in moſt Matters of Law which he rook in Hand. 2 
Being now out of his Time, he tak Ch:mvcrs in Ner- hen ir Metch ftreet, 
near the Backſize of St. Clement s- Church in the Seraud poſſeſling his Eftate of 
near 1500 Puunds, ſo that being thus af rehand in the World, and minding his 
Pleaſure as well as his Practice, he became a great Wine-Drinker, Nightly tre- 
quenting the Tavern, and was very courteous and »ffable in his Converſation whilſt 
he was fober ; but once he became intoxicated with Liquor, he was vety quarrel- 
ſome and aflronting to his neareſt Acquaintance, which drunken Humuurs often 
put him in Danger of loſing his Life, Whilit he was a Dlerk, he learnee at gi 
ſure Hours to play on the Flute ard Violin, in which fort of Inſtrumental Mufiex 
being very perfect, it was an Allurement to him to g» often a Serenacing, he 
being very converlant among the Female Sex, as being of an amorous Temper; 
and we are to take notice that his Port was ſomewhat comely, his Gate pretty 
genteel, his Air affected with ſome Pride, his Diſcourſe very v-luble, and his Hu- 
mour ſome what free; and it is to be abſerv'd that by his much k2eping Company 
With young Gentlemen and Genrlewomen, he became a<quainted with Fobn Say- 
er Eſquire, Who being at ſome Difference with his Wife, he having contracted 
a Sort of an intimate Acquaintance as he thought with Mr. Noble, he repoſed 
ſuch a Con$dence in him, às to requeſt the Favour of him, as being a Lawyer, 
to make an amicable Agreement betwixt him and his Wife; but Eſquire Sazer's 
Wife being tolerably handſome, it appears that Mr. Noble ſpoke one Word tor 
her Husband and two for himſelf, and at length become more familiar with her 
than either Honour or Honeſty allow d, inſomuch that their Cohabitation together 
proved ſo ftal, as to cauſe Mr. Nob/e to kill Squire Sher on Thurſday the 29th of 
Fauuary laſt pait, as-you may ſee by his Tryal, which is as follows, 
The Court fitting ſo carly as 6 of the Clock in the Morning at Ring ſton upon 
Thames, on Friday the 1 31h of March, 1712-3, it belng held by the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord Chief · Juſtice Parker, and Judge Trecy, Mt. Noble was brought 
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ä C52, | 
on his Tryal, but as making many Exceptions againſt the Jurics, it was t 1 of 
the Clock at Noon before one was impanaelt'd which he refer'd his Tryal to; 
then he, Anne She, and Margaret Salisbury, all three of the Parich of St. George 
the Martyr, were indi Ned for the moſt horrid, barbarsus and bloody Murder, 
committed en the Poly of Fames Sayer, Eſq 5 giving him on the 29th of Ja- 
ruary laſt one Mortal Wound in the left Pap, of the depth of 3 Inches, and the 
Breadth of one Inch, of which he inſtantly died. It appear'd that Mrs. Sayer 
had ſome time before left her Husband, and cohabited as Man and Wife with 
Mr. Noble; and that they had hired Lodgings in ſeveral Places, but Mr. Sazer till 
finding them out, he diiturbed them, which forced them to a freſh Removal, 
The tiſt Evidence for the Queen depoſed, That Mi. Sayer, about 3 Tears ago, 
hing her deceafed Husband was poyſoned ſhe ſaid to one of them that was her Servant, 
That if ſhe wiuid give h m the Poyſon, herſeſf would prepare it. It appeared by the 

:cond Evidence, That Mr. Noble and Mi. Sayer had often been in Bed t ether, 
and this D-ponent farther declar d, That ſhe ſaw ber undreſs herſelf in the P 3 of 


| Mr. Noble, and being in Bed, not only called bim my Dear, but alſo bid bim come to 


Bed to her. Another why was a Servant in the Houſe dep3ſed, That being ſent to 
an Apothecary fr Two. pennyworth ef Laudanim for her Maſter , who was indiſpoſed 
and wanted Reſt, the Apothecary" told her, That it that Quantity was given to a Per- 
fon at once, he never would awake again; and that ſhe having told the ſame to Mrs, 
Siyer, in the hence of Mr. Noble, Mrs. Salisbury, and Mrs. Nevil, Siſter of 
Mrs daher, ſome of them rep'yd, Hing him, hang him, let him take it, and there 
wil be an End of bim at once, or Words to that purpoſe. It farther appeared, 
That Mrs. Sayer, after a long ſeparation from ber Husband, was brought to Bed of a 
Baſtard, and that Mr. Noble tcok Lodgims for ber then : bat Mr. Noble being ar- 
reſted in an Aci on of 500 Pounds at the Suit of M-. Sayer on his Wife s Account, be 
[wore that whenever an Opportunity ſhould be, be would ſend him out of the World: That 
a littie before tne murder mae committed Vir. Sa yer having 4 Wirrant granted to ſearch 
for bis Wife, be went" with the Conſtables to ber Lodging in the Mint, and having 
ſhewed the Search Warrant to the Landlord of the Hoſe, went up ſt airs, where be found 


' bis Me Cloath:, which made bim ſay, She was not far off, 


Mr. Twiford the Maſter of the Houſe depoſed, That while a ſearch was making in 
b 1 Houſe, he went into the Garden to a Back Dor, and told Mr. Noble, that Mr. 
Sayer and ſome Conſt ibles ere there with 4 Warrant, and that if he would be mig be 
male bis tſcape out of the Garden; but Mr. Noble refuſed to do ſo, and tock bis Sword 
in hi H nd, and thas Mr. Sayer coming down ſtairs agam, pulled pen the Parlour door, 
beirs ſluhtly d olted, u derſt anding that they were there. Mr. Sayer's Footman depo- 


le, Toat whit be was t anding on the ſtairs, which were alm'ſt cleſe to the Parlour= 
Door, and that as his maſter was going in, ebe Dor being bal} open and half ſhut, be 


ſaw Mr. Noble's. ſword drann in bis Hand, and direted at the Body of his maſter : 
Toat then Mr, Saver, and not before, endeavoured to draw bis ſword, but could nat, 


S 


being faint; and falling dvon, bis Wife ſaia, It was one of his ſham Fits: That 
Mrs. Salisbury endeavoured to prevent the apprehending of Mr. Noble, and when he 
was ſcized, Mrs. Sayer obſerving the mob to follow him, cried out; My Dear, my 
Jewel, my precious Life will be murder'd by the Kabble. Ano her Evidence depo- 
ſed, That they had lodged together at a Hoſe in Blew-ball- Alley in the Minr, where 
th y peſt for Brot her ant ſiſter . but keepmp lite Hours, th removed to M.. © wiiord?s 
at whoſe Houſe this unhappy Acoident was commited | 

Now the Evidence for Mr. Noble depoſed, That Mr. Sayer having been unh nd 
to bis Mie, the) parted by Conſent ; and that Nr, Noble being concerned as Attorney 
for be Family, ſeveral Differenoes ha ppenned between Me. ayer and him, inſomuch that 
Mr. Sayer challenged bim to fight, but Mr. Nable refuſed bis Chullenge : That Mr. 
Sayer had made made a Pafs with his cord at the Pliſen r's Bick in bis em Chamb. rs, 
an had ſcveral times ſworn be wou'd be revenged on him Hut as for the [aud imum 
or Opium, Mrs. Sayer ſaia, Her Husband uſ-d to take it, and drop it himſelt. 
That on the Day the Fact was commuted, the D:ceaſed with the Conſtables came to tho 
Houſe, where the Priſoners mere; an! that th: Lando 4 of the Houſe came in at 4 Bac 
Door, and told them the Horſe was beſet; that Mr. Saver's ſword was part!y dr nn, 
but in pott opening the Door, they did not ſee Nr. Nodle give the Mund. Tone Prifb 
ner in his Defence laid, That there being very great D.fferences in Mr. Sayers's Fami. 
ty, he was employed for their Attorney, and bad dune his beſt Ende avours to bring them 
to a Reconciliation» That baving acq tainted Mrs. dal ie bury, that thre was to be 4 
Meeti g at Mr. Sayer's Lodging, in ebe Mint, in o der to an Accommodation, ſhe deſired 
him to accompany her thitber: That heft ld them when be i come, he could not ftay, 
and being at Dinner, Mr. Sayer and the Cenſtab es came: That br bolted the D or to 
keep them out, and when, Mr. Sayer enter'd, be C part of his Sword drawn. 

The Lord Chiet-Juftice having fully ſumm'd up the Evidence, the Jury about 
9 of the Clock on Saturday Morning did bring in Mr. Noble guilty of Wilful 
Murder. But it not ſufficiently appearing tbat Mr. Sayer and Mrs, balisbury were 
_ aiding in the Murder, the meeting at her Lodgings being accidental, they were 
acquitted; but were each of them obliged to give 2200 Pounds ſecurity, upon 
account of anſwering any Appeal that ſhould be brought againſt them. And on 
Monday the 16th of Marcb in the Afternoon, Mr. Noble receiving Sentence of 
Death, before it was given he made this following moving Speech, which drew 
abundance of Tears from the Audience. 


MY LORD, | 5 2 0 
Am ſoon to appear, and render an Account of my Sins to God Almighty : 
If your Lordſhip ſhould think me guilty of thoſe Crimes I have been Ac- 
cuſed, and Convitted by my Fury, I am ſure, then, your Lordſhip u 
think that I ſtand in need of ſuch a Preparation, ſuch a Humiliation for my 
great Offences, ſuch an Abhorance of my paſt Life, to give me Hopes of a fu- 
24 ture 
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ture rne One, that I am not without Hopes that it will be a Motive to your 
Lordſhip's Goodneſs, that, after you have Fudg'd and Sentenc'd my Body to 
Execution, you Charitably aſſiſt me with a little Time for the Preſervation of 
my Soul, | | 

If I val nothing to anſwer for, but Killing My. Sayers with precedent Ma- 
Lice, I ſhould have no need to Addreſs my ſelf to your Lordſhip in this Man- 
ner. It is now too late to take Advantage, by denyind it to your Lordſhip, 
and too near my End to diſſemble it Leſore God: I nom, m-. Lord the Dan- 
ger, the Hell, that I ſhould plunge my ſelf headlong into; I know I ſhall ſoon 
anſwer for the-Truth I am now about to ſay, before a Higher Tribunal. and a 
more diſcerning Judge than your Lo» dſhip, which is only in Heaven, That I did 
not take that Advantage to Kill Mr. Sayers, by a Thought or Apprehenſion 
that I could do it under Umbrare of the Law, or with Impunit); and nothing 
mas more diſtant from my Thoughts, than to remove him out of the World to 
enjoy bis Wiſe (as was ſuggeſted) wit haut Mole ſtation: Nor could any one 
have greater Reldt ance, or Re marſe. rem the Time of the Fact to the Hour 
of my Tal, than I have had, tho the Proſecutors reprtea to the contrary 
for which I heartily forgive them. 

My Counſel ovlig'd me to ſay on mz Tryal, That I heard Mr. Sayer's 
Voice before he before he broke open the Door; I rold them, as I now 
tell your Lordſhip, That I did not know it was him, t he was breaking in at 
the Doory and then, aud not before, was my Sword drawn, and the Wound 
given, which Wound, as Dr Garth inform'd me, was ſo very flight, that it. 
was 4 teouſand to one he Died of it. 

When I gave the Wourd, I inſenſivly quittee the Sword, vy which means 1 
left my ſelf open fer him to have done what was proved, and was ſo likely 
for him to have effetted, viz. to have Stabb'd me, which are Circumftances 
teat manifeſt the Greatneſi of my Surprize. 

When I heard the Company run up Stairs, I was alarm'd, and in Fear; 
the Landlord telling me, inſtantly thereupon, that the Houſe was beſet either 
for me or himſelf, addee to my Confuſion ; I then never t houg ht or intended to 
do Miſchief ; but firſt bolted the Fore- Door, and then bolted and padlock'd 
the Back- Door, (which was half Glaſs d,) and began to faſten the Shutters 
belonging to it, deſigning nuby to ſcreen my ſelf f om the Violence of the Tu- 
mult. -When be broke open the Door, and not "till then, Tperceiv'd and knew 
he was preſent : And his former Threats and Attemps, which I ſo ſully proved 
on my Tryal, (and could have proued much fuller, had not Madam Salisbury's. 
Evidence been taken from me) made my Fear ſo great, and the Apprehenſion 
of my Danger ſo near, that what I did was the Natural Motion of Self. De- 
fence, and was too ſudden to be the Reſult of precedent Mlice ; and I So- 
lemly declare, that 1 did not hear or know from Twytord the Landlord, or 


ot her- 
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otherwiſe, tnat any Conſtable was attending the Deceas'd, till after the Mis- 


fortune happen'd. | 

It was my Alis fortune, that what I ſaid, as to hearing the Deceaſed s 
Voice, was turned to my -Diſadvantage by the Counſel againſt me; and that 
J was not intitled to any Miſt ance of Counſel to enforce tke Evidence given 

for me, or to remark upon the Evidence given againſt me, which I don't 
doubt would fully ſatisfied your Lordſhip and the Fury, that what happen d was 
more my Misfortune than my Deſizn or Intent ion. 

If had been able, under that Concern, to remark upon the Evidence a- 
gainſt me, that Mr. Sayers was but the Tenth Part of a Vinute in Breaking 
open the Door, it could wot then be well ſuppis by the Jury, that I was pre- 
paring my ſelf, or putting my ſelf in Order to do Miſchief, which are Acts 
of Fore-thought and Conſideration. which require much more Time than is 
pretended I could have had from the Time I diſcover'd Mr. Sayers; for even 
from his Ently into the Houſe, to the Time of the Accident, did not amount, 
as I'm inform'd, to more than the Space of three Minutes. But I did not diſ- 
cover him bafore the Door gave May. 

I wiſh it had been my good Fortune, that the Fury hhd uyplied that to me, 
which your Lordſhip remar'd in Favour of the Dadies, that the Matter was ſo 
very ſudden, ſo very accedental, and unc æpected that it was impoſible to be 4 
Contrivance and Confederacy, and unlikel; that they could come to a Reſoluti- 
on in ſo ſhort a Time : I doy't remember your Lordſhiy diſtinguiſh d my Caſe, 
as to that Particular, to be different from theirs, nor was there Room left 
for it; for it is impoſſible for your Lordjhip to believe, that I dreamt of 
Mr. Sayers coming there at that Time; but on the contrary, I fully proved 
ro your Lordſhip, that I went there upon another Occaſion, that was lawful 
and beaeficial for the Deceas'd; and I had no more Time to think or contirve, 
than the Ladies had to agree, or conſent. 

If any thing could he conſtrued favouracly on the Behalf of ſuch rn Unfortu- 
nate Wretch as my Self, I think the Deſign I had ſume Time befo.e began and 
was about finiſhing that Day, might hove taken away all \uſpicion of Malice a- 
againſt Mr. Sayers, 

Muſt it be thuught, my Lord, that I only am ſuch a Sinner tha- I cannot 
L e and make Reparation to the Perſons I have injured? It was not deny- 
ed, but I ftrongly ſolicited a Reconciliation between Mr. Sayers and his La- 
dy; and if this had tended to fiocure me an eaſier Acceſs to Mrs. Sayers. it 
would have been ſuch a Matter o? Aggravaticn againſt me, that it could not 
have eſcap'd the Remark of the Counſel againſt me, nor the Sharpneſs of the 
Proſecutors preſent in Court; with both I tranſacted, and to both I appeal d, 
particulatlyto Mr. Mott, to whom but the Das before the Accident I mani- 

feſted my Deſire of having them live together again: And thereſart, my Lo 
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LODI | | 
st ſbould be preſumed I labour d to be reconciled, and not to revenge my ſelf 
on Mr. Sayers. | 


Your Lordſhip, I hope. will obſerve ſo much in my Favonr, that it was ſo 
far from being acleaa Fatt in the Opinion of the Fury, that they ſar up all 
Night, and, believing there believing there was no Malice at that Time, told 
your Lordfbip they intended, and weri inclinable to find it Man- flauter ; and x 
doubting the Legality of the Warrant to find it Special, 


I hope this will touch your Ln dſhip's Heart ſo far, os not to think me ſo ill 
a Man, as to deſerve what the beſt of Chriſtians are taught to pray againſt, 4 
Sudden Death, | 


I confeſs I am unprepared ;, the Hopes of my being able to mak a Legal 
Defence and my Enaeavours therein, having taken np my Time, which I had 
better employd I beg Leave to aſſure your Lordſhip, upon the Words of 4 
Djing Man, that as none of the indirect Practices to get or ſupreſs Evidence 
were proved npon me, ſo they never ſprang from me; and I can ſafely ſay, 
that my Flood, ina great Merſure, will lye at their Door that did it; be- 
cauſe it drew mc under an ill Imputation of defending my ſelf, by Subornation 


of Perjury- | 


I would be willing to do my Duty towards my Neighbours, as well asGod, 
before I die. | 


I have many Papers and Concerns by reaſon of my Profeſſion) of my Clients 
in my Hands, who will ſuffer if they-gre not put into ſome Order. And no- 
thing but theſe two Conſiede rat ions could make Life deſirable under this hea- 


vy Load of Irons, and reſtleſs Remorſe of Banſcience for my Sins, : 


A ſhort Reprieve for theſe Purpoſes, I hope will be a- 
greeable to your Lordſhip's Humanity and Chriſtian Vir- 
tue; whereupon your Lordfhip's Name ſhall be bleſs d 
with my laſt Breath, for giving me an Opportunity to 
make Peace with my Conſcience and God Almighty, 


on 
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On Saturday the 21ſt of this Inſtant March, 1712-3. being convey d from 
the Goal in King ſton, (where he had been very penitent all the while he was un 
der Condemnation) to the Gallows, which is a good way from the Town. and 


bowing to the numerous ſpeQators, be mare to tuem the following Speech and 
Contetiion, 


I Am this Day come to thi: fatal Place to ſiffer Neath for a Crime, of lieb | am 
really guilty, and for which this Pun;ſamen: ie juſtly inf tt d on me, being even ſuc h a 
Crime that cries to Heaven for Vengeance; it vs for the murder of a Gentleman whom 1 
did not only wrong in living in Incontintney with bis Mie, bit was 4% ſo barbarous as 
to ſhed his Blood, for which (and not undeſervedly) mine muſt now 40% be ſhedded. J 
am very ſorry for the Barbarity which I have committed for the indication of the adu!- 
terous Life mb ch I have ed too frequently with her Wite, whom I always je: againſt her 
Husband, but as my Life is to be forfeited for the Fa, I hope no one will reflect on my 
213for tunes, which hath brought ſuch en odious ſcandal on the worthy Family f om whence 
I am deſcended, that nothing I think can be more diſgraceful to all my Friends and Rela- 
tions than my coming to this moſt ſhameful End, I would have all that fee me hore this 
Day, to take Warn ng by my unhappy Circumſt mces, how they do not give tog much way 
to Rage and Paſſion, the Conſeque noes whereof are very fatal, as it too evident!y appears 
by mY raſh ſpilling a Gentl man*s Blood, which crue! Fat makes my {ul forrowtul even 
to Death. Ide in peafect Charity with all manhnd; and as fir Ma iam Sayer I would 
bave ber ſerzonſly refle# on ebe m ſtarriapes of her former Ull-ſpent Life, leſt the 1ſt 
Judgment of God ſhould ntompaſi her ſuddenly wich the ſuares of Death. As for Mrs. 
Salisbury and Mrs. Nevil, I alſo earneſtly exhore them better to ſerve God than they have 
done, boping the Admonitiens of a dying man may mak. ſome Impreſſion upon their Hearts 
by inoiring them to endeavour to be as god Chriſtians as | could w ſh them, | have a 
great Burgen of Afji.cli-ns lies no] vr» keavo on me, for being jſt ready to launch out 
into Eternity, my Hul is in a very dangerous Condition unleſs God proves merciful to it. 
which ] hoge be will for the ſaks of bis gearly beloved Sen, who ſhedded his precious Blood 
on the Croſs for the Remiſſion of ſins 5 And having hy a ſincers Repen tance endeavoured to 
reconcile my ſeif to my Creator, I hope my d ſaviour will make ſuch Inter ceſſion for 
me 10 his Heav nly Father, which will hring me ſhortly out of this wroublsſ3me World, 
inte the ineffavle Joys of Heaven, to live and diweil with Angels for evermore. 


Then Mr. Noble joyning in Prayer” with the Reverend Miniſter that attended 
him on this mvarntul cation and finging a penitential Pſalm, he had after - 
terwards ſome few minutes a lo d him for his more private Devotion, and then 
was turned off, uttering theſe or the like Fjaculations, Lord have mercy upon me 
Sweet Feſus receive my ſoul | O ſon of Gord let me enter into thy endleſs Reſt. 


